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20-minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
between 7:30am & 5:00pm
Stops at Pullman Square (Visual Arts Center,
Huntington’s Kitchen), Keith Albee & More!
Evening service:
30-minute loop, route extended to include
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Secretary of State Mac Warner encourages students to vote
By SEQUOIA WARE
REPORTER
W.Va. Secretary of State Mac Warner visited Mar-
shall last week and discussed the importance of 
students and young people participating in the politi-
cal process. 
“We are encouraging young people to vote by mak-
ing it easy, using new technology, and making it safe,” 
Warner said. 
To make sure that every voting precinct is safe and 
secure for voters and poll workers, Warner is work-
ing with county clerks to secure personal protective 
equipment, cleaning supplies and hand sanitizer for 
all 1,708 precincts statewide. 
Recently, Anheuser-Busch produced and donated 
more than 43,000 ounces of hand sanitizer to be used 
at polling locations across West Virginia for this No-
vember’s General Election. 
Warner said, “We are more ahead of schedule than 
we were in the primary election. We had a highly 
successful primary, perhaps the best primary in the 
nation, here in West Virginia, and we’ve even gotten 
better for the general election, so people should feel 
comfortable coming to vote.” 
According to Warner’s team, no cases of coronavi-
rus were traced back to the June 3 primary election, 
but they are still encouraging to vote absentee ballot 
if you are uncomfortable going to the polls. 
So far, Warner and his team have tried to get people 
of all ages to request a ballot by using a smartphone 
or computer. 
Warner also said West Virginia is the first and only 
state so far to allow all voters to request an absentee 
ballot directly from a phone or computer.  
“The key component is good communication with 
the county clerks,” Warner said. “When they tell me 
not to send out applications on paper and that they 
would rather have an electronic form than a paper 
form, then West Virginia comes up with a solution. We 
are the first in the United States of America to allow 
you to make ballot requests from your cellphone.” 
Warner said his campaign has been working to 
unclog voter rolls and has registered 205,000 new 
voters, and 58,000 of those voters are students. 
“We should see voting percentages go up because 
we are using good and new data,” Warner said. 
Warner said he wants people to choose their own 
level of comfort. 
“If you have someone in your family, or you have a 
weak immune system, cast your vote as soon as pos-
sible, but if you don’t have COVID concerns, then wait 
to vote at the polls in November,” he said. 
The deadline to register to vote in West Virginia was 
Tuesday, Oct. 13. The deadline to request an absentee 
ballot is Oct. 28. Absentee ballots must be returned in 
person by Nov. 2 or postmarked by Nov. 3. 
Spotlight: Counseling Center Director Candace Layne
By JONATHAN STILL
REPORTER
Candace Layne is the Director of the 
Marshall Counseling Center on campus 
and has been serving in this position since 
June of 2018. 
Layne received her bachelor’s degree in 
psychology in 2004, her master’s degree 
in mental health counseling from Marshall 
University in 2006, and her doctorate of 
education degree from Argosy University 
in 2013. 
“I knew when I started at Marshall in 
2001 majoring in psychology that I wanted 
to help others,” Layne said in an email. 
Layne said she started working with 
youth and adolescents when she gradu-
ated with her master’s and got the 
opportunity to teach as an adjunct pro-
fessor in a lifespan psychology course at 
Mountwest CTC. 
“I then taught full-time and did counsel-
ing part-time in the community,” Layne 
said in an email. “I then started my work 
as a mental health specialist at a college 
and then a director of another university 
counseling center in the state.” 
As an alumna of Marshall, Layne said 
when she saw the director position post-
ing, she knew she wanted to get the job 
and be at home with Marshall.  
“I thought it’d be amazing to work at 
Marshall where I went to school and I’m 
so glad I got the job a little over two years 
ago,” Layne said in an email. 
Layne said students struggling with 
their mental health should reach out and 
let someone know they are hurting or 
struggling. 
“I also encourage everyone to check on 
others, ask about mental health and safety, 
and don’t be afraid to seek help,” Layne 
said in an email. 
Layne said there is counseling available 
on campus, and it is free for all part-time 
and full-time students.
Jonathan Still can be reached at 
still3@marshall.edu. 
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MU to host “We are Marshall” drive-in
By ALEX JACKSON
REPORTER
Marshall University’s Alumni Association is 
partnering with The Greater Huntington Park 
and Recreation District to host a drive-in movie 
showing of “We Are Marshall.”
The showing will take place on Friday, Oct. 
23rd at Altizer field, with parking opening at 
5pm and the movie starting at dark.  
“We thought incorporating this event , espe-
cially with the 50th anniversary of the plane 
crash, would be something really touching 
for the community. Just adding this event 
into our homecoming offerings is going to 
unite Marshall and Huntington together,” 
said Kasey Stevens, the assistant director of 
Alumni Membership and Technology for the 
Alumni Association. 
The Greater Huntington Parks and Recre-
ation district has been showing drive-in movies 
throughout the year and saw this as an oppor-
tunity for partnership. 
“We (the Alumni Association), saw the op-
portunity for a partnership and were excited to 
reach out and work with them to show “We Are 
Marshall”,” Stevens said. 
According to Stevens, homecoming has 
looked different this year due to the coronavi-
rus, and in-person events have been reduced. 
“This is one of our very limited in-person 
homecoming events, so we are really excited to 
do something and partner with the park,” Ste-
vens said. 
The admission fee for the event is a food do-
nation to the Thanksgiving Food Pantry drive. 
“This is a great opportunity to stay involved 
with the local community,” Stevens said. “Peo-
ple may not know about the Facing Hunger 
Food Bank in Huntington and having this as a 
donation option really brings awareness to the 
food drive.”  
Stephanie Moore, a Marshall fan and member 
of the local community, said showing the movie 
is a way to honor the 75 people who lost their 
lives in the 1970 plane crash. 
 “I think the showing of this movie is essen-
tial in maintaining the story of the Marshall 
Football program,” Moore said. “Working with 
local pantries makes it a win-win. Remember-
ing those of the past and helping those in the 
present. It makes my heart full.” 
This movie showing is part of the Homecom-
ing 2020: Herd at Home virtual series. For more 
information on other events during Marshall’s 
homecoming week, students can go to the Mar-
shall Alumni Association website. 
Alex Jackson can be contacted at jack-
son418@live.marshall.edu. 




On Thursday, Oct. 1, at 2:35 a.m., Police officers stopped a 
white Jeep S.U.V. after they said they witnessed the vehicle 
swerving while traveling westbound on the 2300 Block of 
Third Ave. The vehicle was also reported, by the Police, to 
have no rear lights. After the vehicle came to a stop in the 
west stadium parking lot, Police identified the driver as a 
26-year-old female. Police said they could smell alcohol’s 
odor on the driver, who Police said, admitted to drinking 
white claw and liquor shots. Police said the driver exited 
the vehicle and performed three standardized field sobri-
ety tests, of which she failed all three. The driver was then 
placed under arrest and taken to the State Police Head-
quarters, where Police said her blood alcohol content was 
checked and found to be a B.A.C. of .211%. 
D.U.I. Second Offense 
On Oct. 3, at 3:07 a.m., Police officers witnessed a maroon 
Ford F-150, traveling at a high-speed rate with a West Vir-
ginia registration. The vehicle drove through a red light at 
the intersection of Fifth Ave. and John Marshall St. Police 
initiated a traffic stop at the 1800 Block of Fifth Ave. Police 
said they identified the driver as a 30-year-old male, and 
they smelled alcohol. Police administered three standard-
ized field sobriety tests, which they said the driver failed...
see BLOTTER on pg. 10
Po l i c e  B l o t t e r
By JONATHAN STILL
REPORTER
The Department of Military and Veteran Affairs pro-
vides support with students by offering educational 
benefits and various programs. 
Jonathan McCormick, the Director of Military and Vet-
eran Affairs, said before the coronavirus pandemic, the 
office would host representatives from the VA to assist 
veterans with filing their VA disability. 
“The office also serves as an advocate on behalf of the 
student in situations involving the university,” McCor-
mick said in an email. 
The Military and Veterans Affairs office, located in 
Gullickson Hall, also helps run the Veterans Lounge and 
Computer Lab where student veterans can study, relax 
and decompress from campus life. The students can also 
chat and get to know other veterans as well. The lounge 
also offers free printing services for their students.  
“Our computer lab provides printing services for our vet-
erans and their dependents,” McCormick said in an email. 
The Veterans Upward Bound Program is also located 
in the Veterans Affairs Office. It is a state-sponsored pro-
gram that assists veterans with the processes of starting 
back at school.   
“They assist veterans in applying for their educational 
benefits and provide courses to better prepare them for 
starting their college career,” McCormick said. 
Lora Varney, a Veteran Certification Official, said that if 
a veteran registered for classes, they must fill out a reg-
istration form every semester when the student registers 
for classes. 
“Once your enrollment is certified to the VA, you will 
receive a confirmation email,” Varney said in an email. “If 
there are any concerns about your schedule, I will contact 
you to resolve any questions.” 
In order to get into contact with the office, student vet-
erans can contact the office at veterans@marshall.edu or 
call 304-696-2364 or 304-696-5767. 
Jonathan Still can be contacted at still3@marshall.edu. 
Spotlight: Department of  Military and Veteran Affairs
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W.Va. medical cannabis industry is choosing corporate 
profits over local farmers, jobs and businesses
Marshall students, faculty celebrate World Mental Health Day
By XENA BUNTON
REPORTER
Providing resources and crafts for 
Marshall students and faculty, both 
Marshall’s Wellness Center and Sui-
cide Prevention Education Across 
Campus programs celebrated World 
Mental Health Day in the Memorial 
Student Center Plaza Oct .  9. ,  one day 
before the national celebration. 
“It makes me feel safe and wel-
come that there are centers who care 
about my mental health and that I 
am not expected to keep my feelings 
bottled inside,” Katherine Fauber, 
sophomore English major, said.  
The Wellness Center passed out 
homemade stress balls,  made from 
tie-dyed balloons filled with Orbeez 
balls,  and indoor garden kits to go 
along with the center’s partnership 
with the Gro Marshall program, na-
ture-based fellowships.  
Jeannie Harrison, Wellness Center 
coordinator, said connecting with 
plants can improve mental health 
significantly, making the Gro pro-
gram a success for students.  
“I have cared for plants for about 
a year,” Fauber said. “And I never 
expected this to happen, but it’s al-
most like they are my children since 
I feed them and give them water and 
sunshine.” 
If  students and faculty downloaded 
the app, WellTrack, to track and 
educate mental health, the SPEAC 
program gave World Mental Health 
t-shirts,  along with a tote bag full 
of snacks, lip balm, stress ball ,  pam-
phlets,  and a pen if  students filled 
out a mental health screening.  
During a time of  awareness,  Paula 
Rymer,  a faculty member in the so-
cial  work program, said she wants 
students to know they have access 
to resources,  including 3 centers 
and clinics on campus.  These cen-
ters include the Counseling Center, 
Psychology Clinic,  and the Behav-
ioral  Health Center.  
The Counseling Center, first floor 
of Prichard Hall,  includes 24/7 
health crisis assistance free to stu-
dents with mental health, academic, 
career and personal needs.  
By DOUGLAS HARDING
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Since April 2017 when Gov. Jim Justice signed West 
Virginia’s initial medical cannabis legislation, concerns 
surrounding the eventual formation of the industry 
have grown increasingly prominent. For one local 
hemp farmer, those very fears now have turned to 
harsh reality.
“I can’t tell you how many people have called me 
wanting a job here, hoping that we got that license,” 
said local hemp farmer Mike Weaver. “Now some out of 
state corporation got it.”
Weaver, who runs the Redbud Hill Naturals hemp 
farm, said his primary aim when preparing and apply-
ing for licensing to produce medical cannabis was to 
create jobs for the local economy and to help prevent 
West Virginians being forced to leave their home state 
to find a decent job.
However, after years of preparation, hundreds 
of thousands spent on application fees and several 
months waiting for a response, Weaver learned re-
cently that two of his three license applications were 
denied, and most—if not all—licenses will be issued to 
out-of-state corporations.
“Most of the 10 licenses will go to out-of-state compa-
nies, and, to my knowledge, I’m the only individual who 
even applied,” Weaver said. “I had a financial backer, 
but I had an agreement with them that their maximum 
investment would be 10 percent, so my business would 
have been at least 90 percent West Virginia-owned, 
and all the jobs would have been local jobs.”
Weaver said the state will issue up to 10 growing 
licenses, 10 processing licenses and 100 dispensary 
licenses. He said that to his knowledge, the state cur-
rently has received about 40 growing applications, 
40 processing applications and 200 dispensary 
applications.
The fees for applying for the required licenses to 
participate in the state’s forthcoming medical canna-
bis industry are nearly impossible for local farmers 
and businesses to meet, Weaver said.
Weaver said the grower and processor applications 
cost $10,000 individually, and the licensing fees cost 
$50,000 each. The dispensary application includes a 
$2,500 fee and a $10,000 licensing fee. In addition to 
fees, applicants must also have $1.5 million in assets, 
at least $500,000 of which must be in cash or in the 
bank. All fees must be paid up front, he said.
REDBUD HILL NATURALS | FACEBOOK






 PAGE EDITED AND DESIGNED BY DOUGLAS HARDING | HARDING26@MARSHALL.EDU
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2020
MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM
 IT encourages students, faculty to protect personal devices 
By XENA BUNTON
REPORTER
During Cyber-Security Awareness 
Month, Marshall Information Tech-
nology faculty provides tips and 
resources in October for students 
and faculty to create a safe online 
environment.  
According to the Cyber-security 
and Infrastructure Security Agency 
(CISA), cyber-security awareness 
continues to encourage individuals 
and organizations to be responsible 
for their role, primarily personal ac-
countability and taking proactive 
steps to enhance security for the past 
17 years, since the awareness month 
started.  
“Cyber-security is everyone’s 
responsibility,” Marshall IT cli-
ent engagement manager, Crystal Stewart said. 
“Especially at an institution like Marshall ,  it  is im-
portant that we keep our information, student or 
employee data, safe and secure so the ‘bad guys’ 
can’t use it against us.” 
Will  Skaggs, Marshall IT consultant ,  said stu-
dents on campus will  often dismiss the possible 
results of their Marshall account being hacked. He 
said this information allows the hacker to have 
access to Social Security number (SSN) and other 
personal information through tax forms that 
could eventually lead to accessing a bank account. 
“Protecting your information online is impor-
tant because there are always people out there 
trying to steal and use it maliciously in 
some way,” Skaggs said.  
Frequent password changes are one of 
the first recommendations by IT and secu-
rity professionals to maintain security.  
“You have to always be cautious. The 
short-term goal is to have a secure pass-
word, your long-term goal is a plan to 
change that password. I  try to change my 
password every year,” Stewart said. “Just 
because you think you have secure internet; 
you still  need to be aware of what websites 
you are on and even people asking for spe-
cific information.” 
In terms of complex passwords, Skaggs 
said the recommended password may be 
difficult to remember, but a password 
should consist of a mixture of uppercase 
and lowercase letters as well as numbers 
and special characters. He said your social 
media accounts should not have the same pass-
word as your bank account. 
Marshall’s Information Technology team will be 
posting cyber-security tips on their social media 
pages throughout the awareness month.  




Marshall University’s Campus Ac-
tivities Board is hosting a mystery 
solving event to help students famil-
iarize themselves with campus. 
Marco’s Mysteries,  a  game in 
which students solve riddles relat-
ing to campus locations to win a 
prize,  will  be taking place on Oct . 
21,  from 11-2 p.m. 
The event will start on the plaza, 
with students going from there to 
solve all the riddles given to them by 
CAB members. 
President of CAB, Emilie Christen-
berry, said students will have to find 
the location corresponding to their 
specific riddle, then take a photo and 
post it on either Instagram or Twitter. 
“They have to take a picture, use 
the hashtag Marco’s Mysteries, and 
then they come back to the plaza,” 
said Christenberry. “They show us 
that they completed all the riddles, 
and then they win a prize.” 
The event will be held outside, with 
CAB taking measures to ensure the 
event is compliant with social dis-
tancing requirements and that the 
students stay safe. 
“We are actually going to send 
people off in separate groups,” said 
Christenberry. “They have to start 
off at a table on the plaza, where CAB 
members will be.” 
Christenberry said that as more 
people show up to the event , they 
will  make sure that they do not 
send multiple groups to the same 
location, by giving some groups one 
riddle and giving other groups a dif-
ferent puzzle. 
Coronavirus restrictions have made 
campus events rare; this event aims 
to bring some fun to the campus and 
get students out of their rooms. 
“I hope it’s just something fun, 
and it’s also a good way to get to 
know the campus a little better,” said 
Christenberry. 
Christenberry said she hopes 
students will discover interesting 
campus locations that they may have 
previously not known about. 
CAB requires that mask be worn to 
the event and kept on when around 
others, to minimize health concerns. 
Carter Truman can be contacted 
at truman18@marshall.edu. 
XENA BUNTON | REPORTER
CAB to host  Marco’s  Mysteries event on campus
Coming off a 38-14 win last weekend against 
the Western Kentucky University Hilltoppers, 
the Marshall Thundering Herd football team will 
travel to Ruston, Louisiana to take on the Loui-
siana Tech University Bulldogs on Saturday, Oct. 
17.
This will be the Herd’s (3-0, 1-0 Conference 
USA) second away game of the season and the 
second conference matchup. 
The Bulldogs (3-1, 2-0 C-USA) are coming off 
a 21-17 conference win against the University of 
Texas at El Paso Miners last weekend.
Captains for this week’s game are redshirt 
senior linebacker Tavante Beckett, redshirt ju-
nior defensive lineman Koby Cumberlander on 
defense, redshirt junior running back Sheldon 
Evans and redshirt senior offensive lineman Josh 
Ball on offense.
Marshall head coach Doc Holliday said it’s 
tough to travel during this time right now due to 
the coronavirus.
 “Leadership is so important when going on the 
road and toughness,” Holliday said. “It’s going to be a 
great challenge for us. Our kids have to handle it the 
right way. This week can’t be any different.”
Redshirt freshman quarterback Grant Wells 
said it’s important to stay on pace on the offen-
sive side.
“Staying on pace is one of the biggest things,” 
Wells said. “Taking the big shots during the game 
and taking it one at a time and taking what the 
defense gives us while in conference play on the 
road.” 
Wells said third down conversions are a big 
focus in the quarterback room when deciding 
what plays to go with compared to the opposing 
defense that is being presented to him and the 
offensive line.
“We take big pride in the quarterback room 
on third down. That’s one of the main downs 
when defenses like to come after me. One thing 
that (Offensive Coordinator Tim) Cramsey takes 
seriously is pace. As long as we stay to those 
guidelines and stay on pace, we’re going to be 
just fine.”
Kickoff is set for 6 p.m. EST / 5 p.m. CST at Joe 
Alliet Stadium on CBS Sports Network.
Taylor Huddleston can be contacted at hud-
dleston16@marshall.edu.
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Beckett honored as 
C-USA 
Defensive Player of 
the Week
ZACH HISER | THE PARTHENON
Following his performance 
last weekend against the 
Western Kentucky University 
Hilltoppers, Herd football’s 
own redshirt senior line-
backer, Tavante Beckett, was 
named Conference USA De-
fensive Player of the Week.
Beckett had two solo 
tackles and three fumble 
recoveries for 38-yards, in 
which tied a school record. 
On one of of his fumble re-
coveries, he ran 38 yards for 
a Marshall touchdown. 
“We’re just staying hun-
gry and wanting to be the 
best in the country,” Beckett 
said. “That’s the motivation. 
That’s what gets us going ev-
ery day. We hadn’t played in 
a few weeks, so getting back 
out there meant a lot and you 
could tell how hungry we 
were on defense.”
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Athletes of the Week 
Left Tackle: Josh Ball, redshirt senior (6-8, 309)
Left Guard: Alex Mollette, redshirt senior (6-3, 294) 
Center: Alex Salguero, redshirt senior (6-4, 324)
Right Guard: Cain Madden, redshirt senior (6-3, 313)
Right Tackle: Will Ulmer, redshirt senior (6-5, 314)
Primarily due to their performance against Western Kentucky and 
secondarily because of the sustained success in the three games this 
season, all five starting Marshall offensive lineman have earned athlete 
of week honors.
Leading the way for 181 rushing yards and four touchdowns on the 
ground, the senior laden O-line took it to the Western Kentucky front, 
getting a great push along the line of scrimmage for much of the game.
Holes opened by the offensive line were present as early as the sec-
ond play of the game when Knox found the gap on the inside zone play 
between center Alex Salguero and left guard Alex Mollette and burst for 
a 45-yard TD run.
PHOTO BY ZACH HISER
The offensive line, football
SEE ATHLETES ON PG. 10
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The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published by students 
Wednesdays during the regular semester and every other week during the summer. 
The editorial staff is responsible for news and editorial content.
“Factual errors appearing in The Parthenon should be 
reported to the editor immediately following publication. 
Corrections the editor deems necessary will be printed as 
soon as possible following the error.”
THE PARTHENON’S CORRECTIONS POLICY
CONTACT The Parthenon: 109 Communications Bldg
Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu
@MUParthenon
The Constitution of the
United States of America
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to 





of  truth-te l l ing
For years, Australian journalist Julian Assange 
has been locked up, tortured and spied upon 
while battling legally with the U.S. government, 
which under two presidential administrations, 
has attempted to prosecute him for revealing 
American war crimes in Iraq.
Two ongoing criminal trials involving Assange 
and the U.S. government have revealed even 
more stunning treatment of Assange by govern-
ments and officials wishing to prosecute him 
under the Espionage Act, posing a grave threat 
to journalism around the world.
As revealed by Grayzone journalist Max Blu-
menthal, the case in London, England involving 
Assange recently showed that a man named Da-
vid Morales and his company called UC Global 
were contracted by the CIA to harass and violate 
the rights of Assange and his contacts.
“Two former (UC Global) employees in London 
testified that they were asked to poison Julian 
Assange and to consider kidnapping him, in ad-
dition to spying on him with hidden microphones 
and secret cameras and spying on everyone else, 
including journalists and friends, who came to 
meet with him,” Blumenthal said in a recent in-
terview. “The leading dissident in the west was 
targeted with a plot to kill him by poisoning by 
the CIA and Mike Pompeo under the watch of 
Donald Trump, the man the whole media suppos-
edly hates. And, in addition, all the journalists, 
including the Washington Post’s top national se-
curity advisor when she went to meet with Julian 
Assange, were not only spied on, but the spies 
also attempted to steal their personal electronic 
devices, which should be so scandalous that the 
whole U.S. press should stop everything they’re 
doing and follow this and protest this constitu-
tional attack on journalism—yet all we hear is 
silence.”
Stunningly, even the several American jour-
nalists who were spied upon by U.S. intelligence 
agencies with aims of immorally and illegally 
prosecuting Assange have neglected to speak out 
against Assange’s persecution.
In a recent article about the trials, Blumen-
thal wrote: “Not only were the reporters initially 
uninterested in the spying scandal, one cor-
respondent justified the CIA’s surveillance on 
national security grounds, saying, ‘Well, that’s 
what an intelligence service is supposed to do…’”
Though mainstream media outlets in the U.S. 
have long chosen to largely neglect the Assange 
trial, some refusing even to cover it at all, this 
sentiment about the role of intelligence services 
and governments to investigate truth-tellers is 
extremely dangerous.
Unaccountable intelligence agencies and all-
powerful governments have no business spying 
upon and attempting to prosecute journalists 
under the outdated Espionage Act—especially 
not journalists known for exposing horrific war 
crimes of said governments. Anything else is 
illegal, unjust and meant solely to send a danger-
ous message to truth-tellers who intend to hold 
the powerful accountable for their actions. For 
a simple explanation of these dangers, one must 
only look so far as the Washington Post editorial 
board.
In 2011, the Washington Post reported: “A con-
viction (of Assange) would also cause collateral 
damage to American media freedoms. It is dif-
ficult to distinguish Assange or WikiLeaks from 
The Washington Post.”
This is because Assange has done nothing il-
legal. Every journalistic practice executed by 
Assange to leak a trove of classified U.S. Mili-
tary documents revealing rampant murder, rape 
and mistreatment of innocent civilians and even 
journalists has been used countless times in 
the past by countless other journalists, includ-
ing those working for major outlets such as the 
Washington Post and The New York Times...
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Some say the teenage and college 
years are when one really discov-
ers themselves and f ind out who 
they really are in life. But I would 
argue that we never truly f inish 
discovering ourselves. All of our 
lives we are discovering who we 
are, what we are and are not pas-
sionate about and secret s f rom 
our past . 
When I was 13 years old, I found 
out t hat my dad was not real ly 
my dad. It was life shattering at 
t he t ime and somet hing I  have 
struggled with over the years. Even 
now in my late 20s I  debate on 
who I am because of who my bio-
logical father may be, but in reality, 
my dad is who raised me. He will 
always be my dad, and no one can 
change that, not even DNA. 
R e c e n t l y  I  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h 
someone f rom hig h school  who 
I had never real ly k new beyond 
socia l media .  W hat connec t s us? 
Our dads . 
B o t h  o f  u s  w e r e  a d o p t e d  b y 
a m a z i n g  m e n  w h o  r a i s e d  u s 
just l ike t heir ow n. In fac t ,  any-
one who k new t hem wou ld t el l 
you t hat t hey never would have 
k now n t h at  we wer e  not  t hei r 
biological daughters. They would 
chast ise anyone who would say 
somet hing about us “not rea l ly 
being theirs .” Sadly, we both lost 
our dads this year, within months 
of each other but their memories 
will forever live on in our hearts. 
The likeness that comes from our 
dads has connected us virtually in 
an odd, but amazing way. 
So, when I scrol led past a com-
ment on socia l media t hat said, 
“your dad is John Doe, whet her 
you l ike it  or not ,” I  was inf ur i-
ated. I honest ly would have been 
for anyone who was told t his . 
Her dad was never around. She 
never met him and in fac t ,  t here 
is no 100 percent-for-sure person 
who is biolog ical ly her fat her. 
                                                  
But t hat does not mat ter. 
DNA does not make t he dad. 
H o w  c a n  a n y o n e  h a v e  t h e 
audacit y to say someone is some-
one el se’s  d ad w hen t hey h ave 
never once showed up?
The only thing I have in common 
w it h my f at her,  Jay,  ot her t ha n 
hal f  of  his DNA , is we have t he 
same nose. I know his name and 
nothing else. He was never there 
for     me growing up, I could not 
pick him out of a l ineup, I cannot 
tell you any thing about him and 
he did not teach me any thing. 
Now my dad, Roger, I share so 
much w it h h i m .  For  a s  long a s 
I  c a n  r ememb er  u nt i l  t he  d ay 
he passed, he made sure I knew 
he loved me.  He t aug ht  me t he 
va lue of  ha rd work a nd hav ing 
a strong work ethic . He took me 
to my f irst dent ist appointment , 
and I remember him making me 
get shots I did not want . My dad 
taught me how to drive a car and 
to mow the lawn. He made sure 
I was not a g irl afraid to get my 
hands dir t y. 
I  h a v e  m e m o r i e s  o f  s h a r e d 
music, movies and laughs. I was 
h i s  on l y  g i r l  a nd you k new i t . 
DNA did not make him my dad, 
love did. 
I  honest ly have not found out 
what happened to my fat her or 
why he was not around growing 
up. I have heard stories upon sto-
ries from various people but have 
no real answers. Whether he was 
not  a rou nd bec au se he d id not 
want to be or because my mother 
kept him away, it does not change 
the fact of who my dad is. 
I  have lear ned a lot  of  t hings 
a b ou t  l i f e  a n d  w ho  I  a m  a s  a 
person, but some things are not 
debatable. 
Now  a nd  f or e ver,  R o g er  w i l l 
a lw ays be my dad a nd Jay w i l l 
forever be just my father. 
DNA does not make the dad. 
Brittany Hively can be con-
tacted at hayes100@marshall.
edu. 
COLUMN:  DNA does  not  make  the  dad
A miniature Brittany with her dad, Roger. 
A rare pircture of baby Brittany and her father, Jay. 
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For individual and group psychotherapy, educational work-
shops and psychological assessment, the Psychology Clinic, room 
335A in Harris Hall, provides resources at a low cost.  
Behavioral Health Center, Gullickson Hall, accepts insur-
ance for therapeutic interventions, individual and group 
therapy, cognitive behavioral support group and biopsycho-
social assessments. 
“As someone who wants to go into a field to help others, it is 
so easy to forget that I also need to help myself,” Josh Grube, 
senior social work major, said. “I don’t spend a lot of time 
working on my own mental health, so knowing other people 
care enough to spend their day making sure I take care of my-
self, it means a lot.”  
Xena Bunton can be contacted at Bunton2@marshall.edu. 
The driver was placed under arrest, and Police said that they found the 
driver had a previous conviction for D.U.I. after further investigation. Police 
said they found a firearm and a knife in the vehicle; these items were later 
given to the driver’s brother. The driver was charged in connection with 
D.U.I. second offense and failure to obey traffic control device. Police pro-
ceeded to escort the driver to Western Regional Jail. 
D.U.I. First Offense 
On Oct. 4, Police said they saw a white vehicle traveling south on 20th 
St. and Sixth Ave. Police said the vehicle drove onto the sidewalk, where it 
almost hit a stump. The vehicle drove back onto the roadway and continued 
southbound on 20th St. Police said the driver turned west on Seventh Ave., 
they drove on the grass, almost striking a telephone pole. The driver stopped 
the vehicle in a parking lot on the 700 Block of 20th St. Police identified the 
driver as a 19-year-old female. Police said the driver was disoriented and 
kept stating she was coming from Sheets and that she had to go to 16th St., 
not realizing she had already done that. Police said they administered three 
standardized field sobriety tests, which the driver failed. Two other people 
were found inside the vehicle, one asleep in the front passenger’s seat, and 
the other, according to Police, was passed out in the fetal position in the 
backseat. Police said the driver was under the influence of marijuana, and 
that she was arrested in connection with a first offense D.U.I. with drugs. 
Carter Truman can be contacted at truman18@marshall.edu.
BLOTTER cont. from 3
VOTE cont. from 2
Warner encouraged all citizens to vote.
“This is a divided country and there are a lot of issues right 
now. Whatever you are aligned with, whether it’s a person, 
party or ideology, find a campaign or party to represent your 
values. If you don’t vote, then you really don’t have much room 
to complain,” Warner said. 
Warner also said voter fraud may be a concern with mail-in 
voting, but he does not discourage students from doing mail-in 
voting. He advised anyone who suspects voter fraud of any kind 
to call the 877-FRAUDWV Hotline to report the issue. 
“We have more investigators than we ever have had in this 
state’s history, so please use this resource if we need to investi-
gate if you see something improper happen,” he said. 
Sequoia Ware can be contacted at ware53@
marshall.edu.
MENTAL HEALTH cont. from 4
The most notable usage of such journalistic practices is in the publishing of the Pentagon 
Papers leaks which revealed American lies and war crimes in Vietnam and were published by 
major news outlets across the country and around the world—and for which no journalist ever 
has been prosecuted, and rightfully so.
It is shameful that so few media outlets refuse to cover the Assange hearing or to do so with 
appropriate prioritization and valuing of the story’s importance.
As journalists, we understand the world needs more bravery and more truth-tellers willing 
to stand up to power, and we also understand that it is not okay for governments and intel-
ligence agencies to violate the most personal and established rights of such truth-tellers. 
Every journalist, every truth-teller and everyone who values journalism, transparency and 
democracy ought to stand in solidarity with Assange and against the crimes of the U.S. gov-
ernment and its intelligence agencies.
TRUTH cont. from 8
In addition to application fees, Weaver said he was 
forced to pay more than $100,000 more for various 
other requirements.
“The facility requirements also are tremendous,” 
Weaver said. “I’ve been preparing for almost two 
years, trying to get ahold of contactors and get quotes 
about security systems, and just the required secu-
rity system alone was going to cost me more than 
$140,000. I’ve already got over half-a-million dollars 
into my industrial hemp operation, but I was looking 
at another 2-or 3-million-dollar investment to set up 
here for medical cannabis.”
Weaver said he also had to pay a security company 
and a law firm to help with writing a standard operat-
ing procedure and to meet other requirements, which 
cost an additional $15,000 out-of-pocket.
Weaver said it is frustrating and confusing why the 
state would make it nearly impossible for local farm-
ers and businesses to be selected for the licenses.
“It’s very disappointing,” he said. “We have an ex-
isting West Virginia business here already doing 
essentially what needs to be done for the medical 
cannabis operation, and for us not to be selected and 
for at least four out-of-state companies to be selected 
over top of us—I’d like to have some answers for that.”
West Virginia Can’t Wait movement leader Ste-
phen Smith, who recently hosted a conversation with 
Weaver via Facebook, said the unfair nature of the 
formation of the state’s medical cannabis industry 
should come as no surprise.
“This was built from the beginning to make it hard 
for local farmers,” Smith said. “We knew going in that 
this is what they were trying to do because we’ve got 
a government that is owned by corporate lobbyists. 
It’s the oldest story in West Virginia history: We’ve got 
something of value to West Virginians, and instead of 
keeping that wealth and value here, we’re selling it to 
the highest bidder.”
Smith said West Virginia’s medical cannabis in-
dustry is being set up to depend on out-of-state 
corporations with no connection to most people in 
West Virginia.
“We are making the medical cannabis industry 
accountable to out-of-state corporations instead of 
keeping the wealth local,” Smith said. “This is the last 
thing we need in West Virginia.”
Douglas Harding can be contacted at hard-
ing26@marshall.edu.
CANNABIS cont. from 4
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Pastor: Fr Dean Borgmeyer
Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
Confessions
Saturday 8:00 am-8:25 am
Saturday 4:00 pm-4:25 pm
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Mass Schedule: Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday 8 am, 11:00 am & 6:30 pm
SpanishMass: Second & Fourth Sundays of
each month at 9:30 am
Las misas en Español: los domingos segundo
y cuarto de cada mes a las 9:30 am








828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
304-691-0537
Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Confession by appointment










Find us on Facebook LIVE
for Sunday Service at 10AM
and on our Church website
www.steelememorial.com
Rev. Kevin Lantz









2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318
Mass Times: Sat. 5:30pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 4:45pm-5:15pm or
anytime by appointment
Office Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-2pm











Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington
Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am Online Only
Visit our website for Worship Services
and for other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.
ATHLETES cont. from 7
On most run plays, especially in the first half, the 
running backs would be good for at least three yards 
every run because of the push the O-line was getting 
at the point of attack. In the first half, Marshall ran the 
ball for 6.3 yards per carry. 
The Western Kentucky defense tightened up more 
in the second half when they began to load the box 
on the Marshall ground attack. However, the damage 
done through the run game in the first half was too 
much for the Western Kentucky front to make up for 
in the second half. 
The positive run-blocking shown in the first half by 
the Marshall offensive line was even more impressive 
considering the pedigree of the Western Kentucky de-
fensive line in the landscape of Conference USA. 
It is a D-line that was led by 2019 Conference USA 
Defensive Player of the Year DeAngelo Malone, who 
was kept in check by the Marshall O-line.
Not only was he and the rest of the Hilltopper D-line 
held in check in the running game, but their disrup-
tion was also tampered by the Thundering Herd O-line 
in pass protection. In fact, Marshall’s pass protection 
was even more impressive when called upon.
Quarterback Grant Wells was sacked one time, but 
that was on all-out blitz on which the man who made 
the sack was supposed to be blocked by the running 
back. 
There were multiple instances where Wells had a 
clean and clear pocket to throw the ball. A perfect in-
stance of that was on the third drive of the game of 
which Marshall got itself into a third and long. On the 
third-down play, Wells had enough time to step into a 
clean pocket and deliver the ball to Willie Johnson for 
a first down. Ultimately, that conversion led to Mar-
shall’s second score of the game.
Although the offensive line had a solid outing against 
the Hilltoppers, it may or may not have been their best 
performance of the season because the unit has been 
a key cog to the team’s success in all three games this 
season. On the year, the Herd is averaging 227 rushing 
yards per game with nine rushing touchdowns. 
They put up 216 yards on the ground against Appa-
lachian State and 282 on Eastern Kentucky.
If the O-line can continue to play up at the level it 
has in the first three games, or even take a step for-
ward, Marshall will be in a good position to win the 
rest of its games.
Louisiana Tech, the next team on the Marshall 
schedule, should be one of the more difficult match-
ups the Herd O-line will face the rest of the season. 
Through four games, the Bulldogs defense is giving up 
111 yards per game on the ground which is currently 
23rd best in the nation. 
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Schools are open. Games are on. But experts say W.Va.’s latest 
COVID map is still flawed. 
“And just like 
that, more orange 
counties became  
gold”
By LUCAS MANFIELD AND 
AMELIA FERRELL KNISELY
MOUNTAIN STATE SPOTLIGHT
This story was originally pub-
lished by Mountain State Spotlight. 
For more stories from Mountain 
State Spotlight, visit www.moun-
tainstatespotlight.org.
Facing criticism from all sides – 
as befuddled parents, teachers and 
public health experts struggled 
to make sense of the governor’s 
“tweaks” to the Harvard-inspired 
school reopening plan – West 
Virginia abandoned its original 
metric in mid-September. 
Now, the state is using what it 
calls the “West Virginia Model.” 
And rather than basing school re-
openings solely on the number of 
per capita COVID-19 cases, coun-
ties can reopen by increasing the 
number of negative test results. 
According to state officials, the 
change is designed to promote 
more testing.
“Flood us,” Gov. Jim Justice said 
in a press briefing Wednesday.
People did. The number of 
tests went up, and the virus “re-
productivity rate,” a measure of 
the rate of virus spread, dropped. 
The state once had the highest 
rate in the nation, and now has 
one of the lowest.
The result? School boards have 
reopened classrooms, to the de-
light of some parents and student 
athletes. But teachers are furious.
And now, a system that lets 
counties effectively choose 
whether to base their reopening 
on the rate of new cases or the 
positivity rate means counties can 
remain “green” even with elevated 
case numbers. And experts say 
it’s just as flawed as the previous 
iteration.
The metric “doesn’t make any 
sense,” said Dr. Cyrus Shahpar, 
an epidemiologist and former 
team leader at the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control’s Global Rapid Re-
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based on a metric devised by re-
searchers at the Harvard Global 
Health Institute. They calculated 
the number of positive cases per 
100,000 people in each county. 
If that number, averaged over a 
week or two, climbed above 10, 
then a county was at “elevated 
risk.” The state would then order 
schools closed. 
But after the plan delayed re-
opening in some counties for 
weeks, parents and coaches were 
fed up. They took the battle to 
Kanawha County court in a pair of 
legal challenges, one by a parent 
and another by a football star. 
Meanwhile, the death toll con-
tinued to climb: as of Thursday, 
370 people have now died in West 
Virginia from the coronavirus.
Judges eventually threw both 
lawsuits out, but the governor 
bowed to pressure to accelerate 
the process anyway. 
The new plan adds a second way 
for counties to reopen schools: 
decreasing their percentage of 
positive tests. This is calculated by 
taking the number of positive test 
reports and dividing it by the total 
number of tests administered in a 
county. 
To move into a lower risk cat-
egory – like from “orange,” where 
distance learning is required, to 
“gold,” which allows in-person 
school – counties must either drop 
the number of positive cases or re-
duce their positivity rate. 
And just like that, more orange 
counties became gold. 
Dr. Clay Marsh, the state’s 
coronavirus czar, explained the 
rationale behind the changes in 
an interview with Mountain State 
Spotlight. “When we were us-
ing the infection incidence rate, 
people just stopped getting tested, 
and we were only testing the peo-
ple that were sick,” he said.
Now, he said, “we hope we will 
identify the ‘super-spreaders.’”
Gaming the system
This change in how 
the risk is measured 
led to a rapid increase 
in tests – a record of 
nearly 10,000 on Oct. 
1 – but also allegations 
of gaming the system.
One official, a school 
board member in Put-
nam County, got tested 
twice in two days.
“Got both back al-
ready, I’ll go every day 
if that’s what it takes,” 
Christian Wells wrote 
on Facebook on Sept. 25. 
Justice’s comments 
and the ensuing social media fra-
cas led Marsh to issue a series of 
clarifications. “We do not support 
repetitive testing only focused at 
driving negative tests,” he wrote 
on Twitter. 
In an interview, Marsh added, 
“multiple tests in a single day or 
two days – that doesn’t seem right.”
The state is following the CDC’s 
recommendation of reporting the 
percent of positive tests, but some 
states, including Pennsylvania, report 
only one test per person even if that 
person got tested more than once. 
Shahpar, the ex-CDC epidemiol-
ogist, recommended West Virginia 
report that metric as well.  
Marsh said the state was work-
ing on it. Right now, he said, “we 
don’t have any automated systems 
that help identify each person in a 
way that we can easily do that.”
The changes have ignited an-
other legal battle, this time with 
the West Virginia Education As-
sociation. The union filed legal 
action against the governor earlier 
this week, seeking to reverse the 
changes and return to the Harvard 
metric. It accused the governor of 
“manipulating” the state’s metric 
to move the state closer to what 
Justice has called the “finish line” 
– a full reopening. 
In interviews with Mountain 
State Spotlight, a pair of lead-
ing public health experts also 
criticized the state’s decision to 
allow an improving positivity per-
centage to override data on the 
number of new cases.
Shahpar said the state was right 
to take into account the positivity 
percentage. But, he cautioned, it 
shouldn’t be the only metric. 
probably want to wait until both 
numbers are good.”
Tomás Pueyo agreed. Pueyo, 
a Silicon Valley tech executive, 
wrote a lengthy and prescient 
analysis of the pandemic in 
March that catapulted him into 
the spotlight as one of the na-
tion’s most-cited coronavirus 
experts – short only, perhaps, of 
the CDC’s Dr. Anthony Fauci...
FULL STORY ONLINE AT 
MARSHALLPARTHENON.
COM
